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PREFACE

This census of migrants residing in camps and housing facilities
operating in eight western New York State counties in 1968 was commissioned
by the New York State Center for Migrant Studies in Spring, 1968. In
completing the study, every effort was made to secure the most accurate
and relevant data from the growers and owners or their appointed rep-
resentatives. A sample data form (see Appendix 1) was sent to each known
grower or owner before meeting with them. Where meetings could not: be
arranged, information was pieced together from other sources and is
reported as an estimate, marked with an asterisk (*).

The study was carried out in the, last half of 1968. Nearly 17,000
miles were traveled and hundreds of visits were made to growers, processors,
local Health Departments and officials, 0E0 organizations, Child Care
Center representatives, school systems, migrant organizations, and farm
labor leaders. Their cooperation was helpful and very much appreciated.
Special thanks are extended to Mr. Arthur Rood, principal of the Florentine-
Hendrick School, Wolcott, New York for his efficient and careful assist-
ance in making possible the completion of this study.

Clifford E. Butterer

101 North Main.St.

Geneva, New York 14456

April, 1969
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A SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

A summary of findings of the census of migrants residing in camps
and housing facil'ities (hereafter designated-as-camps) operating in
eight western New York State. Counties is shown in Table 1. The migrant
population surveyed totalled 7,482 and resided in 226 separate living
areas. The total population is broken down by ethnic type into -four
groups:

Ethnic Izpe Percent of Total

Mexican-American 2%
Negro 73%
Puerto Rican 23%
white 2%

The total for each ethnic group is further divided into men, women, and
children (under fourteen years of age). (Incomplete records were gathered
for migrant children by age, sex, and address. These materials arc
available upon request from the New York State Center for Migrant Studies.)
These categories, as well as the number of camps by ethnic group, are shown
on the extreme left side of the table. The center of the table shows
the number of migrants in each category as well as the number of camps
for each of the eight counties surveyed. At the extreme right side of
the table, the number of migrans in each category and the number of
camps by ethnic type in all of the eight counties are totalled HORIZON-
TALLY (left to right).

To illustrate the findings shown in Table 1, consider the vertical
column showing Chautauqua County. During the 1968 season, no Mexican-
American or White migrants were counted in Chautauqua County. Of the
Negro migrant population of 210, 109 were men, 26 women, and 75 children.
The largest ethnic group of migrants were 292 Puerto Ricans: 285 men,
4 women, and 3 children. The TOTAL number of all four types of migrants
was 502, with 394 men, 30 women,. and 78 children. All of these migrants
in Chautauqua County wore counted in 15 camps, 3 of which were identified
as primarily Negro camps and 12 as primarily Puerto Rican camps.

Tables 2-9 provide the sources for Table 1. There is a separate
table for each of the eight counties surveyed. Each table shows the
name of each carp, its location, anc: New York State Health Identification,
and the number of persons (men, women, and children) in residence at the
time the census was taken. The camps arc also classified by dominant
ethnic group in residence.
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FOOTNOTES - TABLE 7

*Estimated
L
1,,e:Isus taken during October 3-November 1, 1968
`Includes two Canadian Indians
'Includes two high school students
4
Includes a few Indians and Whites
Includes one high school student

6
Inforration on request from the Center for Migrant Studies
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APPENDIX I

SAMPLE DATA FORM SENT TO GROWERS

PRIOR TO VISITATION

Items To Be Included In The Survey For

Migrant Camp Information

1. Name(s) of camp

2. N.Y.S. Health Code No. and Date of issue

3. Location, Town, and County

4. Owner and/or operator and address

5. Crew leader(s)

6. Housing, Capacity, approved and actual numbers of men,
women, children (with age groupings for children)

7. Arrival and departure dates

8. Peak population - number and date

9. Programs Servicing Camp, their location and the number
participating in each

10. Ethnic character, home base, and language

11. Nature of work performed by group

12. Leadership in camps - whether formal or informal and the names

13. Phone location and number

14. Migrant needs as perceived by them

15. Interviewer and date



Yes - No

/7
17
/7 /7

/7
/7- /7

/7
/7 /7
/7 17

/7- 17

/7 /7
/7

/7- /7
/7 /7

/7

Items to be included in the survey for

NYS Center for Migrant Studies

Geneseo SUC

1. Name (s) of camp

2. N.Y.S. Health Code No. and Date of issue

3. Location, Town, and County
(giving a location from a cross-road: distance/directibn

4. Owner and/or operator and address

5. Crew leader(s) name(s) and home address

6. Housing Capacity, approved and actual numbers of men,
women, children with age groupings for children)
0-4; 5 to 12 individually; 13 -1G

7. Arrival and departure dates

8. Peak population number and date
(include number of non-migrants)

9. Programs servicing camp, their location and the number
participating in each (migrant ministries, day care,
education, etc.)

10. Ethnic character, home base, and language
(names and addresses in case of follow-up)

11. Nature of work performed by group
(pruning, picking, packing, canning, etc.)

12. Leadership in camps - whether formal or informal and names

13. Phone location and number

14. Migrmt needs as perceived by them

15. Interviewer and date (name)

Please return to:

Clifford E. Butterer, Director
Camp Information
c/o CCCC BEAM Box 616
Auburn, New York 13021



New York State Center for Migrant Studies

Geneseo, New York

July 23, 1968

Mr. Clifford Dutterer of 101 N. Main St., Geneva, who is
conducting a Migrant Ca-n. Survey for the New York State Center
for :figrant Studies will soon bc contacting you to secure infor-
mation. A copy of the form to be used in the Survey in enclosed
for your perusal. Its purpose is to collect data wi:ich will
assist various service agencies in meeting current grower and
migrant reeds.

Your cooperation with Mr. Butterer in furnishing data would
be moat appreciated so that- he may succeed in producing as accurate
a survey as possible. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

/6fat-tkc,c,

Gloria P4attera, Director
New York State Center for

.grant Studies

:md
Enc.


